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Arise! Awake! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



No. 5 



VISIONS OF DIVINITY 



The Illumination of Buddha 



The Future Buddha turned his back to the trunk of the Bo-tree and faced 
the east. And making the mighty resolution, ‘Let my skin, and sinews, and 
bones become dry, welcome! and let all the flesh and blood in my body dry 
up! but never from this seat will I stir, until I have attained the supreme and 
absolute wisdom’, he sat himself down cross-legged in an unconquerable 
position. 

At this point the god Mara, exclaiming, ‘Prince Siddhartha is desirous 
of passing beyond my control, but I will never allow it!,’ went and announced 
the news to his army, and sounding the Mara war-cry, drew out for battle.... 

Mara, being thus unable with these nine storms of wind, rain, rocks, 
weapons, live coals, hot ashes, sand, mud, and darkness, to drive away the 
Future Buddha,... drew near the Future Buddha, and said — 

‘Siddhartha, arise from this seat! It does not belong to you, but to me.’ 

When the Great Being heard this, he said — 

‘Mara, you have not fulfilled the Ten perfections in any of their three 
grades ; nor have you made the five great donations (treasure, child, wife, 
royal power, life) ; nor have you striven for knowledge, nor for the welfare 
of the world, nor for enlightenment. This seat does not belong to you, but 
to me.’.... 

When thus he had attained to omniscience, and was the centre of such 

unparalleled glory and homage, he breathed forth that solemn utterance which 

* 

has never been omitted by any of The Buddhas: 



Through birth and rebirth’s endless round, 
Seeking in vain, I hastened on, 

To find who framed this edifice. 

What misery! — birth incessantly! 

‘O builder! I’have discovered thee! 



This fabric thou shalt ne’er rebuild! 
Thy rafters all are broken now, 

And pointed roof demolished lies! 
This mind has demolition reached. 
And seen the last of all desire! 



[ Translated from ‘Introduction to the Jataka’ 
Buddhism in Translations , by H. C. Warren 
(Harvard Oriental Series, 1922) vol. 3, pp. 76-83] 




ABOUT THIS ISSUE 



This month’s editorial is on Buddha 
and His message. 

THE BIRTH OF THE GOSPEL OF SRI RAMA- 

krishna by m., by Swami Mukhyananda, 
Sri Ramakrishna Math, Belur, is a well- 
documented article on the genesis, the 
shaping, and the final publication of the 
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna . 

NON-VIOLENCE AND SRI RAMAKRISHNA, by 

Dr. Jaladhi Kumar Sarkar, Ex-director, 
School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, 



discusses the implication of non-violence in 
the Ramakrishna- Vivekananda tradition. 

BUDDHA AND VIVEKANANDA by Swami 

Nikhileswarananda, Ramakrishna Math, 
Belur, is a study on the similarities between 
the two historic characters. 

GANDHIAN ETHICS OF NON-VIOLENCE by Dr. 

Purushottama Bilimoria, of Deakin Univer- 
sity, Melbourne, Australia, is a scholarly and 
critical enquiry into the meaning and practi- 
cal application of the concept of non-violence 
in the thoughts and activities of M. K. 
Gandhi. 



BUDDHA AND HIS MESSAGE 

(EDITORIAL) 



It was the full-moon night of summer. 
Under the shade of the twin Shal trees of 
the huge forest of Kushinagara, loaded with 
untimely blossoms and heavenly fragrance, 
the Enligtened One lay dying. Only the other 
day he accepted the food -offering from the 
metal-worker Cunda, knowing full well that 
it would bring his end. But he blessed the 
giver and the meal, as they only hastened 
his blissful departure from this life. Like 
a lion, he lay on his right side clustered 
around by his dear monks. A few days 
back a young man Pukkusa offered him a 
golden robe. Tonight his skin outshone the 
robe, indicating, as Buddha said, that he 
would enter into Mahaparinirvana the same 
night. Soon the news spread to the capital 
of the Mallas nearby, and they all came 
weeping to see the final departure of the 
Blessed One, and cried, ‘All too soon will 
the Blessed One pass into Nirvana ; all too 



soon will the Happy One pass into Nirvana ; 
all too soon will the Light of the world 
vanish from sight.’* 

The cry of human suffering Siddhartha 
first heard in the maidens’ song in the royal 
palace of Kapilavastu. And that brought 
him the sudden awareness of the evanescence 
of life and an intense desire to find a way 
out of the cycles of youth, disease, old age 
and death. On the last night of revelry in 
the royal palace, the final disillusionment 
came. The loathsome spectacle of human 
bodies who lay asleep right in front horri- 
fied him. ‘To him that magnificent apart- 
ment, as splendid as the palace of Sakka, 
hegan to seem like a cemetery filled with 



L ‘Maha-Parinibbana Sutta of Digha Nikaya’, 
quoted in Buddhism in Translations by H. C. 
Warren, Harvard Oriental Series, (Harvard Orien- 
tal Press) Vol. 3, 1922, p. 102. 




